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S-4780.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6200

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senator Rockefeller)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 01/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to child support; anending RCW 26. 23. 050; adding a
new section to chapter 26.18 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. Washington spends significant resources each

year on child support services. The legislature intends to acknow edge
parents who are fulfilling their noncustodial child support obligation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 26.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall:

(1) Issue to an obligor or noncustodial parent a formal accounting
or financial statenent, docunenting paynents and credits for child
support, and if applicable, spousal nmaintenance, at the end of each
year, or upon request;

(2) Award a certificate to those who are in satisfactory or
excel l ent conpliance with their noncustodial financial obligations, at
the end of each year, or upon request; and

(3) Keep a record of the certificate, which may be admtted at the
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court's discretion, as evidence in civil proceedings involving the
noncust odi al parent.

Sec. 3. RCW 26.23.050 and 2001 c 42 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) If the division of child support 1is providing support
enf orcenent services under RCW 26.23.045, or if a party is applying for
support enforcenent services by signing the application form on the
bottom of the support order, the superior court shall include in al
court orders that establish or nodify a support obligation:

(a) A provision that orders and directs the responsi ble parent to
make all support paynents to the Washington state support registry;

(b) A statenent that w thhol ding action nmay be taken agai nst wages,
earni ngs, assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and
personal property under the child support statutes of this or any other
state, without further notice to the responsible parent at any tine
after entry of the court order, unless:

(i) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that
there is good cause not to require imrediate inconme wthhol ding and
that wi thhol di ng shoul d be del ayed until a paynent is past due; or

(ii1) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
court that provides for an alternate arrangenent;

(c) A statenent that the receiving parent mght be required to
submt an accounting of how the support is being spent to benefit the
child; and

(d) A statenment that the responsible parent's privileges to obtain
and maintain a license, as defined in RCW 74.20A 320, nay not be
renewed, or may be suspended if the parent is not in conpliance with a
support order as provided in RCW 74. 20A. 320.

As used in this subsection and subsection ((£31)) (4) of this
section, "good cause not to require inmedi ate i ncone w thhol di ng" neans
a witten determ nation of why inplenenting i nmedi ate wage w t hhol di ng
woul d not be in the child s best interests and, in nodification cases,
proof of tinmely paynent of previously ordered support.

(2) In order to constitute an application for support enforcenent
services, the application form on the bottom of the support order
referenced in subsection (1) of this section shall include:
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(a) A statenent explaining the differences in support services that
may be obtained through the division of child support and the option to
recei ve support paynents directly fromthe responsible parent;

(b) A statenent explaining how a party may discontinue receiving
support services from the division of child support, including a
statenent that paynents will be required to be nmade to the WAshi ngton
state support registry unless the order is changed; and

(c) The signed and notarized statenent of the party stating that he
or she understands the |evel of support services being requested.

(3) In all other cases not under subsection (1) of this section
the court may order the responsible parent to make paynments directly to
the person entitled to receive the paynents, to the Washington state
support registry, or may order that paynents be nade in accordance with
an al ternate arrangenent agreed upon by the parties.

(a) The superior court shall include in all orders under this
subsection that establish or nodify a support obligation:

(i) A statenent that w thhol ding action may be taken agai nst wages,
earni ngs, assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and
personal property under the child support statutes of this or any other
state, without further notice to the responsible parent at any tine
after entry of the court order, unless:

(A) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that
there is good cause not to require imrediate inconme wthhol ding and
that wi thhol di ng shoul d be del ayed until a paynent is past due; or

(B) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
court that provides for an alternate arrangenent; and

(ii) A statenent that the receiving parent may be required to
submt an accounting of how the support is being spent to benefit the
chi |l d.

As used in this subsection, "good cause not to require imrediate
i ncome withholding"” is any reason that the court finds appropriate.

(b) The superior court may order imrediate or delayed incone
wi t hhol di ng as fol |l ows:

(1) I'mrediate incone withholding may be ordered if the responsible

parent has earnings. |If imediate inconme w thholding is ordered under
this subsection, all support paynents shall be paid to the Washi ngt on
state support registry. The superior court shall issue a mandatory

wage assignnent order as set forth in chapter 26.18 RCW when the
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support order is signed by the court. The parent entitled to receive
the transfer paynent is responsible for serving the enployer with the
order and for its enforcenent as set forth in chapter 26.18 RCW

(i) If imrediate inconme wthholding is not ordered, the court
shall require that incone wthholding be delayed until a paynent is
past due. The support order shall contain a statenent that w thhol di ng
action may be taken agai nst wages, earnings, assets, or benefits, and
liens enforced against real and personal property under the child
support statutes of this or any other state, wthout further notice to
the responsi ble parent, after a paynent is past due.

(c) I'f a mandatory wage w t hhol di ng order under chapter 26.18 RCW
is issued under this subsection and the division of child support
provi des support enforcenent services under RCW 26. 23. 045, the existing
wage W thholding assignnment is prospectively superseded upon the
di vision of child support's subsequent service of an incone w thhol di ng
noti ce.

((3))) (4) The office of admnistrative hearings and the
departnent of social and health services shall require that all support
obligations established as adm nistrative orders include a provision
which orders and directs that the responsible parent shall make all

support paynents to the Wshington state support registry. Al |
admnistrative orders shall also state that the responsible parent's
privileges to obtain and maintain a license, as defined in RCW

74. 20A. 320, may not be renewed, or may be suspended if the parent is
not in conpliance with a support order as provided in RCW 74. 20A. 320.
All adm nistrative orders shall also state that w thhol di ng acti on may
be taken against wages, earnings, assets, or benefits, and liens
enforced against real and personal property under the child support
statutes of this or any other state without further notice to the
responsi bl e parent at any tinme after entry of the order, unless:

(a) One of the parties denonstrates, and the presiding officer
finds, that there is good cause not to require immediate incone
wi t hhol di ng; or

(b) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
presiding officer that provides for an alternate agreenent.

((4))) (5) If the support order does not include the provision
ordering and directing that all paynents be made to the Washington
state support registry and a statenent that w thhol ding action may be
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t aken agai nst wages, earnings, assets, or benefits if a support paynent
is past due or at any tine after the entry of the order, or that a
parent's licensing privileges may not be renewed, or may be suspended,
the division of child support may serve a notice on the responsible
parent stating such requirenents and authorizations. Service nmay be by
personal service or any formof mail requiring a return receipt.

((65))) (6) Every support order shall state:

(a) The address where the support paynent is to be sent;

(b) That w thhol ding action may be taken agai nst wages, earnings,
assets, or benefits, and liens enforced against real and personal
property under the child support statutes of this or any other state,
Wi thout further notice to the responsible parent at any tine after
entry of a support order, unless:

(1) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that
there is good cause not to require imredi ate i ncone w thhol ding; or

(11) The parties reach a witten agreenent that is approved by the
court that provides for an alternate arrangenent;

(c) The incone of the parties, if known, or that their inconme is
unknown and the inconme upon which the support award i s based,;

(d) The support award as a sum certai n anount;

(e) The specific day or date on which the support paynment is due;

(f) The nanmes and ages of the dependent children;

(g) A provision requiring the responsible parent to keep the
Washi ngton state support registry inforned of whether he or she has
access to health insurance coverage at reasonable cost and, if so, the
heal th i nsurance policy information;

(h) That any parent owing a duty of child support shall be
obligated to provide health insurance coverage for his or her child if
coverage that can be extended to cover the child is or becones
available to that parent through enploynment or is union-related as
provi ded under RCW 26. 09. 105;

(1) That if proof of health insurance coverage or proof that the
coverage is unavailable is not provided wthin twenty days, the obligee
or the departnent may seek direct enforcenent of the coverage through
the obligor's enployer or union without further notice to the obligor
as provided under chapter 26.18 RCW

(j) The reasons for not ordering health insurance coverage if the
order fails to require such coverage;
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(k) That the responsible parent's privileges to obtain and maintain
a license, as defined in RCW 74. 20A. 320, may not be renewed, or nay be
suspended if the parent is not in conpliance with a support order as
provi ded in RCW 74. 20A. 320;

(1) That each parent nust:

(1) Pronptly file with the court and update as necessary the
confidential information form required by subsection ((£A)) (8) of
this section; and

(ii) Provide the state case registry and update as necessary the
information required by subsection ((A)) (8) of this section; and

(m That parties to admnistrative support orders shall provide to
the state case registry and update as necessary their residential
addresses and the address of the responsible parent's enployer. The
division of child support may adopt rules that govern the collection of
parties' current residence and nmailing addresses, telephone nunbers,
dates of birth, social security nunbers, the nanes of the children,
social security nunbers of the children, dates of birth of the
children, driver's |icense nunbers, and the nanes, addresses, and
t el ephone nunbers  of the parties’ enployers to enforce an
adm ni strative support order. The division of child support shall not
release this information if the division of child support determ nes
that there is reason to believe that release of the information may
result in physical or enotional harmto the party or to the child, or
a restraining order or protective order is in effect to protect one
party fromthe other party.

((66))) (7)) After the responsible parent has been ordered or
notified to make paynents to the Washington state support registry
under this section, the responsible parent shall be fully responsible
for making all paynents to the Washington state support registry and
shall be subject to payroll deduction or other incone-w thholding
action. The responsible parent shall not be entitled to credit against
a support obligation for any paynents nade to a person or agency other
than to the Washington state support registry except as provi ded under
RCW 74.20.101. A civil action may be brought by the payor to recover
paynments made to persons or agencies who have received and retained
support noneys paid contrary to the provisions of this section.

((6H)) (8) Al petitioners and parties to all court actions under
chapters 26.09, 26.10, 26.12, 26.18, 26.21, 26.23, 26.26, and 26.27 RCW

SSB 6200 p. 6



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR P
W NN R O O oo N O D WOWDN B~ O

shall conplete to the best of their know edge a verified and signed
confidential information formor equival ent that provides the parties

current residence and nmiling addresses, telephone nunbers, dates of
birth, social security nunbers, driver's |icense nunbers, and the
nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers of the parties' enployers. The
clerk of the court shall not accept petitions, except in parentage
actions initiated by the state, orders of child support, decrees of
di ssolution, or paternity orders for filing in such actions unless
acconpanied by the confidential information form or equivalent, or
unless the confidential information form or equivalent is already on
file wwth the court clerk. In lieu of or in addition to requiring the
parties to conplete a separate confidential information form the clerk
may collect the information in electronic form The clerk of the court
shall transmt the confidential information form or its data to the
division of child support with a copy of the order of child support or
paternity order, and may provide copies of the confidential information
formor its data and any related findings, decrees, parenting plans,
orders, or other docunents to the state admnistrative agency that
admnisters Title I'V-A 1V-D, or IV-E of the federal social security
act. In state initiated paternity actions, the parties adjudicated the
parents of the child or children shall conplete the confidential
information form or equivalent or the state's attorney of record may
conplete that formto the best of the attorney's know edge.

~-- END ---
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